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Presidente: Jean-Pierre Contzen que foi Director-Geral do Centro Comum de Investigação da EU 
Pierre Papon, que foi Presidente do OST – Observatoire des Science et des Technologies, França, 
ex-Director-Geral do CNRS – Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, ex-Presidente do 
IFREMER – Institut Français de Recherche pour l'Exploitation de la Mer 
 
O Relatório de 2006 foi antecedido de 3 processos de avaliação. Do último retiramos algumas 
passagens particularmente relevantes: 
 
“While research at universities has to remain free of governmental influences, a special scientific 
work-force is required. This work-force should be oriented towards the great challenges the 
government currently faces and should be capable of providing solutions or science-based 
orientation at the best level of international science and technology standards. In this 
perspective, State Laboratories should remain an important cornerstone of modern policy 
decision-making (…)” 
 
(…) new challenges arise: climate change and extreme weather conditions, the need to renovate 
energy supply and utilization, new diseases, new natural or human made threats, or the need to 
create new jobs on the basis of an innovative industry.(…) 
 
The Higher Education system becomes an unavoidable partner for State Laboratories. 
 
What is then the role of State Laboratories in support of the industry? They should concentrate 
on tasks where their greatest strengths lie i.e.: 
• Operating specialized infrastructures, test facilities, metrology laboratories, etc. for 
industrial customers 
• Providing specialized knowledge developed through their core activities 
• Maintaining in some fields of applied research a knowledge base that could be directly 
by the industry or indirectly through the recourse to technical centres. This activity 
should be clearly demand-driven and a better transfer of this knowledge should be 
organized by reinforcing interfaces with potential beneficiaries, professional technical 
centres and industrial operators. 
• Conducting demonstration/pilot projects in close cooperation with industrial partners 
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Among the areas requiring increased attention, energy comes at the forefront; it dominates the 
concerns of governments, affecting not only the economic operators but also the citizens. 
Other subjects that might lead to new orientations in current R&D activities would be: the 
relationship between agro-food, health and environment; land use change and its monitoring; 
and water scarcity. 
 
The system is in a quasi sub-critical state, having endured in the last years a steady degradation 
of its financial and human resources, and in some cases, a significant decrease in the funds 
available for investment. The lack of critical mass prevents it from having a real impact on many 
issues and the lack of flexibility hinders its ability to undertake new, bold initiatives. 
 
It became clear to the Group that all Portuguese State laboratories have accumulated a 
significant scientific expertise in a great variety of domains which could and should contribute to 
the elaboration of public policies in a great number of areas in Portugal (public health, 
protection of the environment and against natural hazards, transportation, public infrastructures 
and energy being the most obvious ones) 
 
One must stress also that, in most cases, the scientific work which is performed by the State 
Laboratories is not currently seen as a potential valuable input by Portuguese ministries for the 
definition of their policies. 
 
The Group thus suggests that a Science Adviser be nominated in each relevant Ministry with 
three main functions (…) 
 
Necessidade de financiamentos plurianuais garantidos; presteza no pagamento pelo Estado das 
dívidas por serviços prestados; autonomia na selecção de pessoal a contratar.  
 
INSA 
 
In 2006, the International Working Group notes that the Institute has experienced further 
substantial improvements in its operations and its efficacy is much higher compared to the 
situation assessed in the evaluation of 2001. The institutional integrity of the Institute is important 
and the National Observatory of Health should remain closely integrated in INSA, benefiting from 
synergies with its research activities. Difficulties persist in collecting timely payments for services 
provided to the Administration. 
 
Em nosso entender deve ser criado um Laboratório Nacional do Medicamento e que nesse sentido 
um primeiro passo pode ser o estabelecimento de uma parceria público/pública entre o Instituto 
Nacional de Saúde Dr. Ricardo Jorge e o Laboratório Militar de Produtos Químicos e Farmacêuticos, 
criado em 1918, como Farmácia Central do Exército (FCE), com a missão de 
fornecer medicamentos ao Exército e à Marinha. Na época, constituiu uma das primeiras unidades 
industriais da então incipiente indústria farmacêutica portuguesa. 
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Brussels, March 18, 2011 
Statement by Prof. Jean-Pierre Contzen, 

Chairman of the International Working Group on the Reform of the State Laboratories 
 
The continued need for State Laboratories 
 
During the last decades, the University has been the great winner among the actors on the R&D 
scene, not only concentrating the essential part of the public research but also creating strong 
synergies with the private sector. 
Does this irreversible trend signify the end of the State Laboratories? Definitely not provided 
they succeed to adapt themselves to the new environment, concentrating on their specificity. The 
definition of the specificity of a State Laboratory in the 2010s is clearly an element of debate. So 
far, three characteristics have contributed to the definition of the role of State Laboratories:  
 

• Primarily, State Laboratories, using a strong S&T knowledge base, should assist the 
Government in the formulation and implementation of public policies. This support to 
the so-called “fonctions régaliennes” is generally but not exclusively of a regulatory 
nature. 

• Additionally, State Laboratories could provide public services with a scientific and 
technical content such as in meteorology or hydrology. 

• Finally, in particular cases, State Laboratories could host and operate specialized S&T 
infrastructures open to outside users for training, research or industrial purposes 

 
The first function, the most important, is no longer the exclusivity of State Laboratories, other 
institutions provide also this type of support, e.g. in the telecommunications field, and it is 
desirable that a review of the overall S&T system explicates what should remain the realm of State 
Laboratories, taking into account what will be the challenges of the Government in the years to 
come. Without any doubt, there is a continued need for State Laboratories (…) 
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